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STATEMENT OF THJB OWNERSHIP; 

MANAGEMENT, CIRČULATION, ETC. 

REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF 

AUGUST 24, : 1912, AND MARCH 3, 1933 

of "LUCK V COMICS" published monthly at Springfleld, M«$$., for Octóbeť 
1. 1944, ;•'.,-- 

State of New York 
County of New York 

Before me, o Notáry Public in and for the State and coynty aforesaid, 
personally appeored Joseph A. Rubinstein, who, having been doly íwcm 
according to law, deposes and says that he is the Business Manager of 
the "LUCKY COMICS" and that the following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the ownership, management (and if a 
daily páper, the circulation), etc, of the aforesaid publication for the 
dáte shown in the above caption, required by the Act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the act of March 3, 1933, embodied in section 537, 
Postál Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing 
editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, J. A. Ruby, 551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y. ; Editor, J. A. Ruby, 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y.; Business Manager, Joseph A. Rubinstein, 
551 Fifth Ave., N, Y. Í7, N. Y. 

2. That theowner is: (If owned by a Corporation, its name and adress 
must be stated and also ímmediately thereunder the names and addresses 
of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more of total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of 
the individual owners must be given. If owned by a flrm, company, or 
other unincorporated concern, the name and address, as well as those 
of each individual member, must be given.) 

Consolidated Magazlnes, lne, 551 Fifth Avenue., N. Y. 17, N. Y. ; 
Joseph A. Rubinstein, 551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y. ; Jacob M. Komfeld, 
551' Fifth Ave., N. Y. 17, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 
owning^ oř holding 1 per cent or more of the total amount of bonds, 
mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, so statě.) 

None. 

4. That the twp paragraphs next above, giving the names of the 
owners, stockholders, and security holders, if any, contain not only the 
list of stockholders and security holders as they appear upon the books 
of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other flduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting, is given; also that the soid two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affianťs full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stockholders and security holders who do not 
appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and 
securities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and this 
affiant has no reason to believe that any other person, assodation, or 
corporation has any Interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds 
or other securities than as so stated by him. 

(Signed) JOSEPH A. RUBINSTEIN 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this llth day of September, 1944. 

(SEAL) Charles B. Lifflander. 

(My commission expires, March 30, 1946.) 
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BULLETS whizred by Herb Greeman's head 
and he could hear the frightful chorus of 
the machine guns that sounded like corn 
popping on a hot skillet White dust filled the 
early dawn. A land mine belched up mud and 
water and shredded shrubbery less than twenty 
feet in front of him. 

But Herb pressed closer to the ground and 
wriggled slowly forward, his dungarees scratch- 
ing and plowing a furrow in the shmy mud. His 
hands were burned and scratčhed from the long 
crawl across the littered ground. Through sand, 
mud. rocks, rubble and barbed wire he had 
wormed his way with dozens of* machine guns 
spitting at him from the dim distance and Ser- 
geant Welsh bellowing at him every time he 
stopped from utter exhaustion. Other soldiers 
labored and grunted in the hard going to his 
right and left and behind him. 

The sergeant bellowed now: "Come on, Gree- 
man! This ain't no wiener roast This is war! 
Get going!" 

Herb dug his hands into the earth and squirm- 
ed forward through the slimy mud. A sharp 
stick gouged his cheek wickedly as he slipped 
through a puddle of muddy water on his stom- 
ach. And then he stopped. He lay as still as 
if frozen. His muscles wouldn't react. 

Sergeant Welsh, veterán of hundreds of such 
trips under fire, was crawling up beside him, 
right through the mud puddle. He growled 
churlishly. "Come on, Greeman; we haven't got 
all day." 

Herb pointed ahead of him. _The sergeanťs 
eyes followed his, f ascinated. Then his weather* 
beaten face paled under the grime and dirt and 
stark terror was mirrored in his. eyes. In the 
eyes that belonged to the man whose job it was 
to teach other men to be brave, terror was evi- 
dent. 
' Because, lešs than three feet in front of their 



clutching, grabbing fingers, hissing and rattling 
with pure wickedness, was a four-foot rattle- 
snake. The beady eyes glistened. The forked 
tongue darted in and out of underslung jaws. 

WELSH pleaded. He was no longer tough. 
He had not known fear before. He 
knew it now. He knew that different 
men could be afraid of." different things. He 
bleated at Herb, who was closest to the reptilian 
menace : "Do somethingl And do it quick! We 
cuťt get up or those machine guns will mow 
us down." 

Herb's mind raced. "Blow yuur whistle, 
sergeant." 

"I can't. f lost the whistle. The lauyard 
broke on a log fifty feet back." 

Herb watched the menacing snake, fascinated 
by its glare of venomous hatě. "If I only had 
a gun — " 

Then the snake moved. Glided forward si- 
lently for a foot. Coiled once more, hissing 
vengefully. Watching that deadly reptile, events 
of the last ten minutes raced through Herb's 
mind. 



HE HAD fastened his dungarees with trem- 
bling fingers as his eyes strained into the 
dim darkness of the early dawn. A thou- 
sand yards away he could see dimly, through 
the foggy haze {hat clung to the Florida bush 
country, the long row of machine guns Hned up 
at the far end of the infiltration course; the 
course that was to teach them attack under ac- 
tual war conditions. 

Behind him was the solid earth of a trce-cov- 
ered knoll that would presently crumblc and 
tremble under the impact of thousands and 
thousands of machine; gun bullets. And Herb 
Greeman shuddered shamefully as he contem- 
plated the frightfulness and horribleness of the 
next half hour. He was afraid. 

Would he turn yellow? Would his brain re- 
volt at the silliness of crawling in the face of 
spitting machine guns that would pour + a sheet 
of live ammunition just twenty-six inches above 
the refuse-littered and obstacle-covered course? 
Would he be able to také it like a man? Or 
would he go to pieces when this almost wierd 
training for war got under way? Would he 
scream with fright? Would his brain and his 
heart give way to frenzied terror? Wóuld.he 
jump up— crazed with the din and the fright 
of this commando training — only to be mowed 
down bv machine gun bullets rained at him by 
his own nomrades just a thousand yards away? 

He had no more time to think. Action was 



coming up. Sergeant Welsh, grizzled and 
weather-beaten, fingered a whistle hanging on a 
lanyard. His tough, salty eyes roved over the 
long line of soldjers that was stretched down 
the long length of the tree-covered knolL His 
voice barked out his last-minute instructions. 

"This is your finál test The slackers, the 
shirkers 8nd the men in this group who lack 
fortitude will not complete this course. We 
want to find the weaklings now— before it is too 
late. n His eyes moved along the line and fo- 
cused on the frightened youngster. "Whaťs the 
matter with you? Paralyzed?" 

Herb laughedand answered, unashamed, Trn 
scared." 

The sergeant talked on, his voice crisp and 
brutal: "Under simulated conditions of actual 
warfare, our task is to crawl a thousand yards 
across this course under a rain of live ammuni- 
tion. Land mineš will go off in your faces. Air- 
planeš will drop small bags of flour to imitate 
bombing and strafing from the air. You'11 háve 
to crawl through sand and mud and rocks and 
barbed wú^e." 

He toyed with his whistle. *Keep close to the 
ground and you won't get hit Remember, just 
26 inches above the ground there is a layer of 
live machine gun fire. 26 inches gives you just 
room enough to keep from being hit — if you 
stay low! 

"If you get scared — and haven't the nerve to 
finish the course — just lie still until you hear 
my whistle. Thaťll be the signál for the ma- 
chine guns to cease firing." His eyes seemed 
almost to belch fire. "The men who fail this 
course can join the finance department— oř go 
to the cook tent The ones who pass — will get 
a reál test in a reál war — soon." 

He raised his whistle, tentatively. "Ten sec- 
onds after I blow this whistle you better be fiat 
those machine guns will cut you in half." 



AFTER that raced through his mind, Herb 
felt better. He was not a' coward. He 
was simply afraid of something that he 
had not yet experienced. Now he was afraid no 
longer. ... Of bullets and such. The sergeant 
had nevěr been afraid of bullets. But he was 
afraid of this poisonsus reptile that barred their 
patli. That did not máke a coward of the ser- 
geant He was afraid of something about which 
he knew nothing, the samé as Herb had been 
afraid of live bullets raining over him, just 26 
inches above the ground. 

With every muscle taut and tense and every 
emotion tuned to fever pitch, Herb whispered to 
the sergeant, "Try to reach back of you and 



piek that stick out of that mud puddle. Pass it 
up to me. Carefully, or the rattler will strike." 

In a brief, thrill-packed moment, the sergeant 
had obeyed. Herb had the stick. The sergeant 
watched him fearfully, fascinated. Herb moved 
the stout stick forward slowly toward the snake. 

Quicker than light the coiled snake struck. Its 
wicked head shot forward vengefully. And in 
the samé instant Herb jerked the stick forward 
and clamped it down firmly behind the snake's 
head. The rattler squirmed and threshed about 
violently, but the stick behind its head held the 
reptile helpless. 

With bullets sereaming over his head, Herb 
squirmed forward inch by inch, maintaining the 
firm pressure on the snake's* head. Then he 
grasped the reptile firmly behind the head with 
his left hand and released the pressure on the 
stick. The rattler coiled viciously around his 
left forearm but Herb had his venomous head 
•ecure in a firm grip. 

With bullets sereaming over their heads and 
land mineš exploding in the near foreground and 
sacks of flour dropping like puff-balls around 
them from the skies, mocking death from every 
direction, Herb squirmed and crawled and slid 
the tedious way to the far end of the course — 
that threshing, venomous, deadly rattlesnake 
gripped tight in his left hand. Herb and the 
sergeant were the first to arrive at the end of 
the course. 

Herb got to his feet behind the serried row 
of machine guns, the snake still coiling and hiss- 
ing around his left arm. He freed the coils and 
carefully tossed the rattler to the ground. Ma- 
chine gun bullets finished off the snake with 
their stuttering clamor of death. 

Sergeant Welsh was oddly docile. "Gree- 
man, I apologize. I honestly thought that you 
were yellow, but now I owe you my life. IVe 
been an egotistical genius — thinking that it took 
courage for me to teach rookies to crawl along 
the ground with a^curtain of sure death just 26 
inches above the ground. I thought 26 inches 
from death was close. But you ran this course 
with a live rattlesnake! You had certain death 
right in your hand." 

Herb grinned. "All men are afraid of some- 
thing. Usually the thing about which they know 
nothing, oř which they háve nevěr experienced. 
You 're not afraid of crawling this course. I was 
— until "l'd doně it You were afraid of that 
rattlesnake — because you know nothing about 
snakes. I wasrťt. My father was the keeper of 
the Brookfield Snake House. I played with 
snakes like other kids play with toy soldiers." 

THE END 
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Thaťs what Captaln Marvel says about 
Mechanix Illustrated! "lťs chock-full of 
up-to-the-minute thrills. There isn't a 
surpríse left out. If you like adventure and 
inventions— (and what wide-awake fellow 
doesn't?) — then don't miss a chance to read 
Mechanix Illustrated! I think iťs swell!" 



The rest oř the Marvel family agrees, too! 
Here's what Mary, Capt. Marvel, Jr., and Hoppy say: 
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Thaťs a good idea! Don't miss out on any of the 
exciting stories and swell pictures ín Mechanix 
Illustrated. Every issue contains complete plans and 



simple instructions for building model planeš, boatsi 
and all sorts of projects of speciál interest to you. 
Every page has something you'll like! 
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